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Stars and Legends at the 20th Blues Festival Basel
What began on a small scale two decades ago has become one of the most important events of its kind in Europe. The organisers of the Blues Festival Basel are now celebrating their 20th anniversary from 9 to 14 April 2019 - with a host of highlights. 

For six days, the city on the Rhine becomes a Blues Mecca, presenting international stars and at the same time showing high-calibre Swiss music - and presenting the renowned Swiss Blues Award every year. This year's nominees are Gabi Camenzind (Mix Max Music), the exceptional singer Yvonne Moore and blues pioneer Dinu Logoz. The prize will be awarded at the Festival Opening on Tuesday 9 April (on the occasion of the VIP aperitif starting at 6.30 p.m. in the Union Hall No. 6) - before the Promo Blues Night (free admission) will take place in the Volkshaus, during which 5 bands will compete for next year's performance on an international evening. On Wednesday, April 10th, the highly renowned Flo Bauer Blues Project from France will play, followed by the most famous Swiss blues musician Philipp Fankhauser with his first-class band and the highly acclaimed new album on board. On Thursday 11 April, the first part belongs to the three-time nominee for the Blues Music Award, US singer and saxophonist Vanessa Collier; in the second part a spectacular summit meeting of the Swedish funk guitarist Paulo Mendonca, the Dutch soul singer and chart breaker Alain Clark and the French singer-songwriter and blues guitarist Nina Attal will be held. On Friday, April 12th, two more international heavyweights will share the stage: the US guitarist "King" Solomon Hicks, who was traded as a whizz kid and compared to B.B. King or Wes Montgomery, and afterwards the multiple award-winning British blues rock stars The Nimmo Brothers (exclusive Swiss concert!). Saturday 13 April will be marked by real icons: Othella Dallas, the 93-year-old US singer and dancer living in Basel, who was taught by pioneer W.C. Handy in the early days of the blues; together with special guest Yvonne Moore and the Chicago-based Basel native Sam Burckhardt, she will enchant the audience and finally hand over the Mojo to one of the greatest soul and blues artists of our time, the US singer Marla Glenn.
As always, the crowning All Stars Blues Brunch will take place on Sunday 14 April (11.00 a.m.), where all the cracks will meet in unique jam sessions.
Program & Festival-Info: www.bluesbasel.ch
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